The oncologist as the patient with cancer or relative.
To an extent, physicians are familiar with the consequences of illness through their interactions with patients. However, when cancer becomes personal, the physician has an opportunity to gain greater insight into the intricacies of medical care, including its humanistic elements. Physicians who encounter cancer in themselves or in a relative may deepen their understanding of the patient experience. Their views provide a unique perspective, on the basis of the convergence of their medical knowledge and personal reaction to illness. They also confront distinct challenges specific to their work environment. An enhanced recognition of their viewpoints provides valuable information in the quest to alleviate patient suffering and explore the fundamentals of patient care.